" adjacent.

e ———————

) : . when they beheld for the first time the broad empire of Mon-
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tezuma. lnlhelrdﬂﬂi_lpmlﬁonm the difficult path which
led them belween the two suow mountains, the view of this
enchanted land, with its verdant fields and primeval forests
and beautiful lakes, shut out from the world by a lofty ehain
of mountains which encireled it, burst upon them in all its
magnificence.
Having reached the village of Amecameca, situated in the
midst of this beautiful plain, it became necessary to make
some further preparations for the ascent of the mountuin. We
acoordingly left our wagons in charge of the civil authorities
of the place, and, having hired a number of pack-mules, pro-
ceeded on the rond towards the south until we reached the
village of Ozumbs, about forty-five miles southeast by south
from the city of Mexico. We had now proceeded so far in a
southerly direction that the summil of the mountain, which ix
about southeast of the city, wes scen in u direction nearly
northeast by enst.
On the morning of the 6th we left Ozumba, and, bearing
directly towards the summit, soon rcached the hamlet of At-
lontls, where we procured two Mexican guides to conduct us
through the dense forest which skirls the base of the moun-
tain to a vaearia, or pasturage for caitle, which is found near
the uffbier limit of the timber. From that point it would be
necessary to rely solely upon our own resources, as nothing
could induce these timid people to tempt by any further ad-
vance the slumbering wrath of the mountain. Leaving At-
lontla, our path conducted vs across the cultivated fields which
skirt the base of the mountain through a country intersected
by the barrancas, or deep ravines worn by the terrents of the
rainy season, and affording issues fur the waters which aecu-
mulate from the constant melting of the snow. In order to
croes these barrancas the path is cut in many places into the
earth, leaving on both sides, for considerable distances, per-
pendicular banks fifteen or twenty feet in height; and, as
there is only room for a single mulo to pass with his pack, the
vegetation which grows upon the crestsof the banks and over-
bangs the path, almost completely shelters it even from the
Amongst the objects which have excited our curiosity since | heat of a vertical sun, Passing in this mannier a distance of
the entrance of our army into the valley, and even long bes| Gour or five miles, we reached a small spur of the mountain
fore that period, is the voleano of Popocatepetl. Rearing its | which extends a little distance iato the plain, and, following
snowy summit far into the region of the clouds, it has been, | zlong jts crest, we began graduslly to escend above the culti-
since we first ascended to the table-lan@4, the most conspicu- | yated valley. We had risen several hundred feet, and were
ous object in our view ; and I am not surprised that, in it | pginning to oblain n very extensive view, when, our path
active state, it should have excited the wonder and admira- | yyrping short 1o the right and descending from the crest which
tion of lha‘Spuiud', and impressed the natives with a feel- | jt had hitherto pursued, we weie at once involved amidst ihe
ing of superstition and religious awe. deep barrancas and almost impenetrable forests of the moun-
Indeed, the appestance presented by this mountaiv, in.con- | yyin, In the mind of an American who had visited uo other
nexion with the views of its scarcely lees besutiful neighbor, | csuntry but his own, the view of a forest, however wagnifi-
Tztaccihuatl, or *“The White Woman,” is imposing in the\| cent, would excite little eurprise, and scarcely be deemed wor-
highest degree. Cortes, in his correspandence with the Em- | thy of note ; but those who have looked upon the wild scenery
peror Charles V, makes frequent allusion to Popocatepetl, or | of Mexico have found cause to lament that Nature, in many
*The Mountain that Smokes :” and that you may form an tespects so bountiful in her gifts to his country, has leit her
idea of its voleanic condition in that age, T will give you a | Grtile plains and tall mountains so naked aud unsheitered.
translation of a paragraph of his first letter to his sovereign, | They will, therefore, appreciate the new feelings which came
respecting the conquest of Mexico. He says, alluding 10 | gyer us upon this sudden transition from the unbroken giare
Popocatepetl and Iztaccihuatl : of a tropical sun on a Mexican plain, to the cool recesses of a
+¢ Bight leagues from Chohcla are met two chains of very | forest as dense as any which wave over our own fair land.
lofty mountains, which are the more remarkable as their sum- | The scenery grew more novel and romantic as we advanced,
wits are covetgd with snow in the month of August, and as threading our way elong the patb, which became every mo-
there issues from one of them many times during the day and 3 :
night very consmiderable volumes of fire, the smoke of which | Ment mare diﬂis.:.ull«. At length, after having ploﬂcl..-t-ﬂ four
rises to the clouds with so great a furce that that of the winds, | or five miles, climbing many a rugged ascent almost impassa-
however great it may be in'that elevated region, canuot change | ble by any thing but a Mexican mule, and winding in the
its vertical direction. In order to give your Mujesly the most | Jurk shudow of the Jofiy pines slong the erest of many a
particular accaunt of the singular objects of this couniry, I'| gy i) nracinice, wwe emergod from the dense forest into one
choea ten of my eompanions, such as were fitted for a disco- ik d"‘ hich £ th P
very of this nature; I caused them to be accompanied by tome | O !he many pasture grounds which coversome of the crosts o
Indians of the country, who served them ns guides ; and [ di- | the mountaio spurs, and form extensive openings in the forest.
rected them to use all their efforts (o reech the summit of the | Ascending to the upper end of this prairie, we found a rude hut,
mountain chain, and ascertain whence the sinoke proceeded : | 4oyt twelve feet cquare, constructed by the cowherds as a
temporary shelter from the inclemencies of the weather, In
the bottom of a deep ravine which passed close by we found a

but it wus impossible for them to reach it on sccount of the
abundance of the snowe, of the whirlwinds of ashes with

small stream of water sufficient for our wants, und conse-
quently pitched cur camp at this spot.

———

A VISIT TO POPOCATEPETL.

We have not been able until now to find room
for the following interesting and valuable Letter
from Lieut. Buckser, of the Sixth Regiment U.
8. Infantry, to a personal friend of his, giving an
account of the ascent, by a party of Officers of
our Army, then stationed in the city of Mexico, to
Popocatepetl, and the present state of the crater of
that Voleano. We could not, we believe, employ
more to the satisfaction of our readers so much
space as this Letter occupies in our columns.

Crrr or Mexico, Max 10, 1848.

My Dean Furxxp : In my last letter [ pmmiled‘you some
account of an expedition to the southern part of the great
basin of Mexico. 'The sctive duties of the last campaign
prevented, during their continuance, any research into the
beauties of this valley beyond the immediate vicinity of our
camp ; and we were forced to content ourselves for the time
with u distant view of the mountain wall which shuts us out
from the world. It was not until the period of comparative
repose which has succeeded the expulsion of the enemy from
his capital that an opportunity hus been offered to become
fully aequainted with the many interesting and highly beauti-
ful scenes around us. This opportunity bas been generally
improved by the officers of the army, who, during their so-
journ in the capital, have left unvisited few places that are
remarkable for their natural beauty, or interesting from histo-
rical associations. Many excursions have extended to the re-
motest parts of the valley, and several have been carried be-
yond its limits into the beautiful and interesting regions

which the height is constantly surrounded, and of the exces- |
sive cold that is felt there. They approached the sommit as
closely as was practicable for them ; snd while at the most

ped by an impassable obstacle which interposed itselfi n our
way. We had reached the point of a'rock which was the
termination of a part of the ridge, and in our front and on
either hand looked Jdown a precipice of forty or fifty feet. The
storm still blew around us with so much violence that we could
distinguish nothing beyond our position, and could not tell on
what point of the mountain we stood ; and, being unsble to
advance any farther along this ridge, we determined to re-
trace our steps to our camp and resume the attempt on the
following day. In going down the mountain we followed the
path we had pursued in the sscent, supporting ourselves with
our alpine poles until the declivity became comparatively
smooth and gentle, when the soil snow, eprend over the sur-
face of the smooth sand, ensbled bs to descend with rapidity.
We had not reached the upper edge of the forest on our re-
turn to the camp, when the clouds, haviug apparently poured
their entire contents npon our devoted hesds during the whole
day, cleared awny and exposed to our view what we had so
much desired in the morniog, 8 magnificent view of the moun-
tain, together with the direction we had pursued in the as-
cent. We then discovered that the highest point we had
reached was not far below the Pico del Fraile, and little more
than two thousand feet from the sumumit of the mountain.
Amidst the obscurity in which we had been involved we had
wandered from the true direction, and followed, as far as was
possible, an impracticable way.

Having returned to our camp, several of the party made
the necessary preparations to resume the attempl at an early
hour on the following morning ; but, wheo the time appoint-
ed for starting arrived, our eyes were so0 seriously affected by
the exposure on the preceding duy to the extreme cold of this
elevated region as to render us totally blind. We were oblig-
ed, therefore, to relinquish the undertaking, snd thought it
advisable to return to the more equablé temperature of the
plains. What rendered this retreat more vexatious was the
fact, as was said, thet the day was besutitul and highly pro-
pitious to our designs. It baving been, however, a perfect
blank to me, I cannot vouch for the truth of the assertion.

It was not without much difficulty that we succeeded in
reaching, on the evening of the 8th, the villages of Ozumba
and Amecomeca, and in soncentrating at the latter place, on
the morning of the 9th, the scattered members of our party.
We here found ourselves 1o much recovered from the effects
of our exposure on the mcuntain that several of the party'de-
termined to return, and, a¥aiting a more favorable day, make
another attempt to reach tie summit. Having, by the morn-
ing of the 10th, made the necessary preparations, we retraced
with this view the path we had reluctantly descended ; and,
threading our way once mor along the deep barrancas and
tirough the dark shadows of the mountain forest, pitched our
camp about a mile above its firmer position, on the crest of a
ravine which afforded us a supply of the coldest water. Dur-
ing our absence in the valley the weather had been remarks-
bly fine, and had served to dissolve much of the snow which
had fallen during our first visit to the mountain ; but the sir
was of a chilly coldness, and required tle cheering warmth of
the blazing pine knots, which we found mout us in abundunce,
to dispel the gloom which it engenderd. The night was a
beautilul one, and the moon was sufficently old to cast her
mild light, in magical tints, over the vlley below and around
the white sutamit which rvse like a spetre above us.

At fifteen minutes before three o'cick on the morning of
the 11th April the party was sgainm motion. Afier pro-
ceeding about half o mile, we emergd from the forest, which
terminates abruptly on account of th sandy soil, which here
suddenly commences. A ling sethaps a thousand feet
above gur camp, we found it necesscy, because of the steep-
ness of the acclivity, to leave our hows, which we had ridden
thus far in order to diminish as mua as possible the {atigues

of the ascent. Proceeding then onfuot, we reached, after a

conwiderable ascent, the lower termiation of the ridge we had

encountered on the day of the firs attempt, and, leaving it

on our left, entered upon a very sitp and sandy plain, includ-

elevated point to which they had been able toascend, the srueke

It was about three o'clock in the afiernoon when we reach-

ed between this ridge and anothewhich meets it at an angle

iscued with 50 much noise and impetuosity thet the mountain
appeated to be giving way. They biought back from their
journey ouly some snow and ice—objects sufficiently curious
n & country situated under the twentieth degree of latilude,
and where there is so considersble a degree of heat.”
[Corr. of Uortes, Lt Letter.

After this unsuccessful attempt to reach the summit of the
mountain, Cortes pursued his march and entered the city of
Mexico. But even in the midst of the wars in which be was
subsequently involved with the Aztecs, he did not lose sight
of the remarkable moontain which had excited, in so high a
degree, his wonder and curiosity. He accordingly writes to
his Majesty, after the fall of ‘the capital, as follows :

1 decided in our first moments of repose to acquire a more
pericolar knowledge of the volcano of which | have spoken
in ms fiest Jetter, and from which there continually arose, in
a right line, o thick smoke. The vulzar reganled this moun-
tain ar vy Jangerous ; tradition announced that all who ns-
cended it dicd from the cffects. I sent a few Spaniards there
to examine the summit of the mountain ; but s they were
ascending it there yrose wo thick a smoke that they could not
and dared not sdvatee to the place from which it ascended.
I have cavsed others ts ascend it since, who have clambored
up twice, and advanced v the pit from which the smoke is-
saes. ‘The dismeter of the pit appesred equul to double the
range of a cross-bow, and the eircumference about three-quar-
ters of a league : its depth is incommensursble 1o the mght,

¢d this position. The day had been a besutiful one, and had
served to melt much of the snow which several preceding in-
clement days had collected, to an unusus! depth, on the moun-
tain, and even in the forest, which extended more than a mile
sbove our camp. Ascending a litthe bLigher thun the camp,
we reached a projection of a spur alnost entirely detached by
deep bariancas froin the body of (he mountain, and perceived
at a single glance the tempestuous nature of our position, for
every tree upon its summit was scathed by lightaing. From
here we obtained a view from the northwest to the southwest
of slmost unlimited extent ; for we had already ascended about
four thousand feet above the beautiful plains below us, and
were more than eleven thousand feet above the ocean. In
front of us rose, over the dark forest, to an allitude of more
than six thousand fost above our position, the conical portiof
of the mountain which we were yet to ascend, covered almost
eutirely with snow, bul so enveloped in the clouds whick were
gathering around it as to preclude the possibility of a proper re
connnissance of the route which we were to pursue on the fol-
lowing day.

While admiring the bold outline of the mountain, of which
we could get an occasionsl glimpse, our sttention was attract-
ed by the low murmurs of distant thander 1o a scene of pecu-
lisr interest. At the distance of twenty or thirty miles in the

and they found rround the pit some sulphar which the sinoke
deposites there. At one time they were very near it, when
they beard so frightful a noise accompanying the elevation of
Jhe smoke, that they descended in ali haste. They were
not half way down the mountain when they found them-
selves in great peril, on account of the quantity of sones
which were rolling down, and which the volcano was ejecting.
The Indians were stupified st the asudacity of the Bpaniards, .
and with the surprising act of bravery which induced them
to approach so near the volcano.”
[Cor. of Corles, 2d Leter.

From these extracts it would sppear that the Spaniards did
not succeed in reaching the summit of the mountain, although
they approsched very near the edge of the crater, which is a
little below the summit. Mr. Prescott has stated in his
« History of the Conquest of Mexico,” that, by the order of
Cortes, a quantity of sulphur was procured from the crater,
st a depth of more than four hundred feet. 1 do not know
upon what suthority this slatement is based ;- but if upon that
of Cortes, it is quite likely that Mr. Prescott has misconeeived
his meaning. It is the opinion of many, and amongst others,
I believe, of Baron Humboldt, that the precipice whose * Lot-
rors,” necurding 1o Cortes, were fuced by the ** intrepid Mon-
tano,” was uo other than that of an extine volcano northwest
of Tacuba. The meaning of Cortes is doubtful, and old
Bernal Diez, whose mate for the marvellons ought to have led
him to chronicle s woaderful an achievement, is silent on the
subject. In this stale of, uncertainty wo might very reason-
ably be led to infer, from the ahove descriptions of the crater,
that it could not have besn sntered ut that time.

There is nothing on modhdwwllmlhnmmnilhd]
been attnined, until about the year 1821, and again a fow
years subsequenily, whon rome scientific gentlomen accom-
plished the feat, and made known to the world the condition
of the mountain at that time. As no Americans had accom-
penied cither of these parties, many officers of the army de-
termined, as much from national pride as individunl curiosity,
to attempt the ascent for the purpose of examining into the
present state of the crater.

The party consisted originally of about twenty-five officers
and several citizens, with an escort of about sixty men from
different corps of the army. We left the city of Mexico on’
the 3d of April, following the Puebla road until we approach- |
od the hacienda of Buena Vista, when, changiog our direc-
tion more 1o the south, we traversed the besutiful n!lryl
which formerly constituted the province of Chaleo; and, pass-
ing in our course near the base of the mountain chain which ’
I'mtl:lmmhoudnyonh'mlhin. we reached on {
the sccond day the factory of Mira Flores. This place, the |
residence of a most hospitable gentleman from Scotland, Mr.
Robinson, i situated sbout thirty miles southesst of the city,
at the base of a low range of hills forming the southern boun-
dary of the Mexican Valley, lﬂ"ﬁ“ﬁﬁ.wal’lmc-|
cihohtl, jutting out across the plain until it connects with the |
mountains. forming the southwestern boundary of the valley. |
This spur, or chain of beights, which in elevated bat « fow |
bundred foet above the plain, forme the ridge which divides
the waters of the Valloy of Mexico from those that flow inio
the Pacific ocean.

Having passed the village of Tlamanaleo, we began oon
to descend into the undulating valley beyond, watered by the
eold stremme which fall from the mountaine, and graduslly de-
scending asit sweepa around the base of Popocatepetl, into a
tierra caliente southwest of the mountain. Tt was the portion

of this fertile plain which we were now crossing, in the vici-
gity of Amecamecs, that had groeted the sight of the Spaniards

Cd

direction of the capital we observed a beavy cloud rolling along
the valley and darkening the distant lakes with its shadow.
As it gradually approached and deluged the plains below us,
the clouds continued to gather about the summit of the moun-
tain until they finally burst in & heavy snow storm sround it.
We thus enjoyed, for some time, the singular spectacle of a
thunder storm raging below and a snow storm above us, while
wo were ourselves in the sunlight, and beheld the broad val-
leys to the southwest shining in oll the biightness of a cloud-
less day. As the shades of hight clased around us, the elouds
gathiered about our camp, and we were s0on in the midst of a
beavy hailstorm. The scene now derived a new interest, as
the vivid stroams of light flashed around and below ue, and
exposedpin their momentary gleams, the dark outiines of the
forest, while the loud crash of the thunder broke harshly on
the ear and died away in distant echoes amongst the wild
mountain erags.

It was our intention to make a very ealy start from our
camp on the following moming, but the night was so tempes.
tuous that we had to await for deylight. The morning was
exceedingly unfavorable 1 the sceomplishment of our purpose.
The snow and hail had been falling almost constantly during
the wight, so that it now covered all the heights in oar vicini-
ty as well as the ground upon which we were encamped, and
had greatly increased the Jdifficuliies we were to encosnter.
The clouds still hang srcund the mountain, and promised any
thing but a favorable day, and the snow extended more than
six thousand feet from the summit.

Under these unfuvorable® circumstances, we left our camp
about seven o'clock on the of the 7th April, and con-
tinuing our course through the part of the forest which will
extended above us, we reached, after an ascent of perbaps a
thousand feet, the limit of vegetation. Hore commenced the
most arduous part of our labore.  Tae new-fallen snow, which
covered the soft sand 1o the depth of nearly a foot, yielling
constantly to our stepw, rendered the ascent toilsome in the
extrome as we clambered up the eepening acclivity. Towedd
to our other difficulties, the clowds which had been hanging
over us all the morning finally burst around us in o terrific
storm of hail and suow, sccompenied with a strong wind,
which blinded us with the drifting eddies that were constantly
whirling in the air. 'We soon lost sight of every landmark
which could serve in any way to guide us. S0 denso were
the clonds in which we were enveloped (hat it was impossible
to distinguish an object at the distanes of ovea forty yards;
yet for a lopg time we continoed 1o straggle against the op-
posing elements, directing our course along what appeared to
bo the steepast ascent, and trusting to fortune to guide vs to &
practicable path over the precipices of the mountain. Oo we
totled until we reached, about two or three thousand feet above
our eamp, a ridge of rocks, which seemed 1o extend in n rug-
ged line towsrds the summit. At this point we found our
party redueed to four, who alone, of the entive number, had
thus far overcome the difficulties which opposed as. Unwil-
ling to relinquish tho attempt when we supposed it so nearly
accomplished, we enntinued our route towards the top, seram-
bling as well as possible slong the northern declivity of the
ridge, sometimes haif buried in the enow, and advancing at the
i mminent risk of being precipitated in the deep valley on our
left.  After necending in this menner until past 12 o'clock M.,
the acclivity became o stoep that, in order 1o make any fur-
ther advance, we were obliged to climb to the top of the ridge

of sbout thirty-five degrees, in 1¢ vicinity of the Pico del
Fraile. The nscent had now beome very difficult, aud was
not entirely free from danger ; fc the steep plain or valley was
partially covered with fields of sow, which, after having been
softened by the heat of the prvious duy, was now hard fro-
zew, and afforded a very inperire hold.  Supporting ourselves
on the snow by means of oir pointed poles, and assisting our
footing i other places by ug harp stones, which were frozen
in the sand and protruded pemselves above its suriace, we
continued to ascend gradua} but constantly towards the ver-
tex of the two ridges bave been alluded to. As the |
lines which bounded the idgular plain we ware asecnding
converged to u point, the i ion became greater, and the
increasing rerefaction of th shere added much o our
difficulty and fatigue.
Before reaching the upper jon of this plain, the dis-
tan! mountain chains and alleys were indistinctly visible
in the west, clothed in the ill§ve charme of the early dawn.
But it was when we were cl§bering over the steep acclivity
which terminates this valley, Kttle below the Pico del Fraile,
shat the full glow of moming Jst upon cur view in its bright-
est effulgence. The sum, rose unclouded in the east,
lighted up, in all the splendorf a moraing in spring, the va-
rying scenes which were spre§ around us. Nothing could
be more beautifal or impressi the changiog tints which
came successively over the brbtening landecape a« the tall
mountain casts its conical across the valley and on the
distant hills, and for a long red the country and il
luges at its base in the u loom of early morning, while
all beyond the clearly defined B of shadow was glistening in
the bright beams of the sun.
Passing over the rogged |
along which we had ascended,
ritic mans shooting up like a
eighty feet, was in plain view
us. We reached this singul
seven o'clock A, M. Itis
from the pesk of the mount
which extends in a south
and divides into the two ridge
ed, and on a clesr moruing k
city of Mezxico, on the we

ination of the sandy valley
Pico del Fraile, a porphy-
e to the height of perhaps
but a short distance sbove
al twoenty minutes past
ugd about fiteen bundred feet
pv & bold and rocky ridge,
le| direction from the summit,
tween which we had ascend-
be distinctly seen from the
ofile of the volcano, My at-
tention, upon reaching this fist, was directed by one of the
party to the appearance, at brt intervals, of light clouds of
smoke which wera rising the snow, considerably to the
right of the summit. Thigrved to indicate the position of
the crater, and sufficientlyfplained the cause of the strong
sulphurous odor we had enuntered far down the mountain.
On the southeastern sidd the ridge on which the Pico del
Fraile is situated, extendifrom near the crater to the forests
about the base of the moufin, is a deep vallay, the botiom of
which is covered by rand  ice. In order to reach the point

many precipices which
descend into this valley,

which forms the western it of

heavy tax upon all our endes.
also much caution to avoid alse
rocks which was at the he of

the conical part of the monin,

summit.

the snow, which lay to thepth

ed ; and we were much

which had hitherto served 10 direct us.  Proceeding a short
distance along the creet we had thue atlained, we were stop~

-

surtounding stmosphere,

indicated by the smoke, iths first necessary, on necount of the
in upon the unity of the ridge, to

forns a practicable way through
the rocky barriers. Havirpassed around the southern side of
the baseof the Pico del Fre, we continoed, for some time, to
move in a horizontal direeti along the steep slope of the ridge

having reached the bottombe resumed the painful nscont to-
wards the erater,  The cxine rarefaction of the stmosphers,
added to the increasing dulties of the ascont, imposed n

task to pass in safety ovebe smooth fields of snow, and
amongst the wild crags whiobstruoted our path ; it required

cipitated vs far into the valleelow.  About six ot eight hun-
died feet above the Fiaile,# clambored up a steop wall of

once upon an extensive glar, which filled an indentation in

The puseage ofis glacier was by far the most
fatiguing portion of the asce The surface of the mow, which
had now beeome very deep,d been o eoftened hy the warmth
of the =un as to be incapatofl sustaining our weight ds we
moved over the glacier tows a =olitary rock, which, with the
oceasional puils of smoke, wcted us to the edge of the crater.
The air, too, had become much rarefied ot this immense
elovation as scarcely to affl enough oxygen to sustsin life.
The slightest exertion wasended with great fatigue, We
found it necossary as we anced, forcing our way through

putse afier having taken to our four steps in order to re-
cover from our exhaustionA dull headache, attended with
a senwtion of dizziness, gdnlly came over us a= we ancend-

gases which were jected fi the crater and dissipated in the

the valley in question, until,

It was pot only a aborious

step, which might bave pre.

the valley, and entered at

and extended almost to the

of more than three feet, 10

by inhaling the noxious

At ten o'clock A, M. the advance of the party reached the
edge of the crater. The contrast presented by the bright glare
of the snow, which bad so dazzled our sight during the ascent,
and the durk abyss which, upon climbing the lust few feet,
yawned suddenly before us, was striking i the bighest degree.

In the clear atmosphere of these elevated regions it is diffi-
cult to form by the eye slone an sccurate estimate of the dis-
tances and apparent dimensions of objeets which are at all
remote from vs. It is not strange, therelore, that the impres-
sions made on the minds of the different individuals compos-
ing the party should in some respects differ. For this reason
I will give only my own opinion of the dimensions of the
erater—remarking that my estimates are as small as any which
were made by the rest of the party,

The crater seems to be formed of three cylindrical surfaces,
of sbout the same ~length, but slightly unequal diameters,
having s common vertical axis. The lower section of each
cylinder is connected with the upper section of the one below
ithy an imegular conieal surface; while the deélirés of the
broken masses of rocks falling from the siles and top of the
crater havs formed a similer surface conpeeting the lower
eylinder with the bottom ; #o that the general form of the
crater is that of an inverted frustrum of a cone whose vertex

fip of the crater, following the declivity of the mountain, is
an irregular [lliptical figure, whose longest diameter is in the
direction of a vertical section through the summit of the moun-
tain.  This diameter, I think, does not exceed a quarter of a
mile in length, The depth of the crater varies from perhaps
four bundred 1 six hundred feet ; thé difforence of depth in
different places being caused by the slope of the mountain.
The centre of the crater is nearly southeast of the sumsmit,
whieh is 80 slightly removed from the highest part of the cir-
cumference that it may be regarded as forming one point of
l.hel!g. At the time we reached the edge of the crater, the
smoke was issuing in & constant stream from a crevice near
the eastern side of the bottom, nearly opposite the point where
we stood, as well as occasionally from other parts of the in-"
tetior. Considerable quantities of sublimated sulphur had
been deposited on the bottom and interior. conical surfaces ;
and the quadity of sulphuretted hydrogen gas evolved from
the crater way highly offensive snd injurious. The first of
the party suggeeded in reaching the summit of the mountain,
the highest ppint of land, with a single exception, in North
Ameries, at fn minutes past ten o'clock A. M. At twenty
minutes pastien o'clock, having attached a small flag to one
of the poles which had been used in the ascent, we planted

the ** stars and stripes ' firmly on the bighest peak of Pope-
catepetl, ovfrlooking the dark crater which was smoking
below. | !

The viewtfrom this point is unsurpassed in extent and mag-
nificence. The eye looked in every direction, far as human
vision can egtend, upon almost boundless tracts of diversified
and enchanting prospect. To the north, and below us, was
the white summit of Iztaccihuatl shrouded in clouds. Be-
yood it, and to the left, reposed the magnificent capital of the
Aatecs, amidst the beautiful plains and plseid lakes of the
valley, shut in, as if by enchantment, by a chain of lofiy moun-
tains, which concealed its beauties from the surrounding world.
To the south extended the fertile valleys of Adixco and Cuer-
nzvacs, and the distaut plains of Oaxacy, enclosed between
mountain chains, which appeared one beyond another, until
lost in the rising mists of the lifrra caliente. In the west
shone the gpowy top of the Nevado de Tolucn, and further to
the north were the more distant plains of Morelia or Michoa-
can.  To the east lay the city and vailey of Puebla, the cele-
brated pyramid of Cholula amidst the ruins of the ancient
city, and, ot the base of the Malinche, the mountain country
of the Tlascalans. Furtiier off were the more elevated table
lands of Perote, and the remarkable *¢ Cofre” above them :
while but a short distance from the sea-shore rose the hoary
head of Orizava, ‘glitteriug in the bright beams of the marning
light. As the dsy advanced, the atmosphere, which Lad at
first been unelouded, wus oppressed with the mits which were
gathering far below us. It was indeed a beaw'iful and singu-
lar sight to look upon the white elouds rising from the valleys
thousands of feet below us, and rolling their vapory masses in
fleecy folds around the Lase of the mountsin and over the dis-

is very distant from its bace. 'I'he right section of either of |
the eylid-rs would not materially differ from a circle. The |
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COMMUNICATION,

TRADE TO CHIN A—No. II.

In the first number of these essays we tried to show
the advantages to our country of trade to China, which esn
be so expedited by a railroad from Memphis, on the Missis-
sippi, to Monterey, on the Pacific, as o cause goods to be |
delivered in New Yoik in the short space of twenty days, re
quiring only thirty two days to Liverpoal ; and, in conclu- |
sion, asked the question, Will it be accomplished ?

We think wemsy give the positive answer, It will. Bya
great, patriotic, wealthy nation, so well versad in
and having agricultural products so immense thatithe whole |
of Eurape look to us in times of searcity ; and fast becoming |
& manufacturing country, which, although in ils infapey |
compared with European manufactures, is suceessfully compet-
ing in the manufucture of some articles and exeellingin many ;
with a product of cotton of more than two millions of bales,
which is annually increasing, and it is believed will| soon be
three millions ; with the large amount of property ofour eiti-
zens in the Pacific, in the whaling and other businegs ; with
the prospect of increasing our exports and importsto more
than forty millions of dollars, ( very moderate estimgte, ) ca- |
| pital will be furnished to make this railroad, and that very |
soon, by those who will consult their interests,

and passepgers, the certainty of continuance, and ndrivalry
by sea or by land, securing the carrying trade from these here.
tofore remote but wealthy regions to Europe, will be
ments to investment in this grand project. The im
will be more apparent by further contemplating some [of the E
advantages of this trade, when we take & view of its extent
and value.

The completion of this system of commercial intercourse is
mnportant to much of the mercantile world, as it would in
a few years turn the balange of trade with China in our fa-
vor, end make New York what London now is, the great
settling-place of the world, The sitaation of our country, be-
ing midway between Europe and Asia, with railioads connect-
ing lines of steamships and telegraphs, our communications
would be looked to and extended with such facility each way
that we would be relied on for information from the world of
commerce, which would give indefinite expuusion to our
trade by the impulse we would give Lo intercommunications.

To take into consideration the commercial coudition of Asia,
accessible ouly by voyages around the stormy capes to Japan, |
the Chinese empire, the Pacific and Indian se1s, which con- |
tain threv-fourths of the population of the globe, (of the esti-
mate of eight hundred millious in the whole world, it is be-
lieved six hundred millions inbabit -the countries washed by |
these seas, ) would be convineing to the most prejudiced mind of |
the great advantage of this trade. These six hundred millions
bave been remarkably bebind the two hundred miilions in the
improvement and art of ‘ship-building, navigation, and com-
mercial information nod enterprise,  Their ill-constructed,
poorly-rigged, end imperfectly-manned jonks and proas were
only intended for creeping along in sight of shore.  The Asi-
atics say to the while-winged vessels from beyond the black
walers is consigned the business of carrying 1o and from them |
commercial products which have been heretofore, to a limited |

T'he prospect of profit from trausportation of merdhandise -

mote cities on connecting lakes of 300,000 each ; an evilenes
of the fertility of the country on this river alone, which is 3, B
iniles long, sustaining this great population in s0 many ciieny
also au evidence of & large product and trade to Shanghse, ex-
tensive, and in the centre of the millions of inhabitants. This
will in some measure show the importance of this trade.
Shanghae is the most important port, and Uunuthnt
where the greatest amount of the produet of teas, silks,
neeal and agricultural producis are to be met hy our commermen.

| Pekin is north of Shanghae, connected by a river a shont dim-

tance with the Yellow sea, or bay, at the city of Tesuisim, off
700,000 inhabitants. ‘The city of Pekin has 1,500,880,
The transportation from these cities is by Chinese juomies,
through the Yellow s, to Shanghae, in latitude 82° 28"
north, where some suow fulls in winter. The females of this
city, it is said, are the most beautiful known.

Canton has 1,000,000 of peaple, and has been the city
which has bad the principul foreign trade, where the comsmil
and comumercial agents reside. It is about ten degrees sentls.
of 8haughae ; a more unheaithy location, But sur steassess
in this trade can run down the coast to Canton, snd, om the
way, on the castern extremity of the Island of Formosa, whish
i# 220 miles long, and has 2,500,000 of inhabitants, & S
ply of coal can be obtained, and also at Shanghae. lu 1B6s
way we can reach the trade of three hundred millions oF
people, and on our return meet the direct line at the FPax e
lands, if necessary, having visited 1he principel commercin®
cities of the empire, the products of which are raw silks, sillc
gouds, eamphor, rhubarb, gquicksilver, porcelain ware, il
many other articles of value. ¢

To accomplish this grand project, and secure the adwan~
tages of this trade, we must complete a railroad from M-
phis to Monterey, 1,600 miles. We cannot retrograde in she
march of improvement in which onr country has been 5o dis-
tinguished for svience and perseverance, in the sdvancemneas
of some improvemonts and useful discoveries, Suceessfud im
agriculture, in commerce, and soon will be in manufoct sres,
this reilroad s requisite ; it must ond will be made by oar
own country. The nations of Europe would willingly secume
the advantages of this short route, and probably would sgres,
at their own expense, to make the roud. This would be am
indignity to our thirty sovereign States, to which they will
not submit.

The construction of this railroad will nat only give ue acosss:
to the trade to Chiua, but to Japan, British Indis, the mamy
rich iklands in the lodian ocean, and the South Americax
ports in the Pacific, from which the distance to Europess ex
American markets on the Atlantie would be sbortened to =
voyege around the Capes. The increased amount of tradde
could not be estimated that would make its way over this romd,
to and through our country and ports to Entopean markeds,
not subjected 1o the control of the nnwise edicts of a 1onawck:
or a despot, for the gratification of private ambition, or to sue~
tain a totteriug throne. 5

It will be done by s nation of twenty millions of sovereigms,
who see their interests and are capable of recuring the sdvam—
tages of such improvements to their country, They will mes
be long in bringing it iuto successful operation. They wilk
s, from the ndvantages, the balance of trade is against ms
more than half 8 million of dollars, notwithsianding the lomg
voyages round the Capes, requiring four-fifths more time, amd®

smount, coaveyed by lung voyages round the Capes. |
What would be the deinand if the communications were |
direct and frequent ! The convenience of new nnd useful |
articles inspires a taste and desire for more, and extends the |
imagination to necessary additions, and appendieg wants and [
uses, to Larmonize with those obtained. With the disputch of
the contemplated commercial arrangements, it is not to be sup- |
posed the laboring clesses in China will live and die in the use of |
the.unchangeable dict of rice, their only food, when, by the |
exchange of the products of labor they can btsin bread, meat, :

ntly limiting our shipments to such articles only s
will pay the trapsit, excluling many that are too bulky, ar
such as would not admit of the long sea voyage, Buot when
we have secured the railroad, many will be the articks of
produce eent forward by this direct roate, more sa%e sod cer—
tain, and in less than oue-fiith the time, rousd the Capes.
It is only since the steam packets have been in operation that
apples bave been shipped to England—a profitable article of
export—and a large amount in this article is gent to Englsh
ports.

The present is perhups the most propitious time to

and butter. These our country, from its westcrn stores, will |a preference in the trade to Chins. Our exports to thea

not ouly fkuish in abundance, but others, which, by constant | country bave been in valuable articles, in demand and useful,
and familiar intercourse with our people, the Asiatics will soon | with a considerable sum in specio and lead ; olsv, raw cotton,
learn and, want and use i profusion ; and thus will Le found | 2 good article ; cotton fabrice, more derable to the consanoer,
a market not only for urticles of provisions, but nocessaries l from our abundance of the raw material presenting no dedn-
perhaps not yet known to the Chinese, and with them many | sive quality from artificial means ; and ginseng, an article of
luxuries, iunocent in their eflect, convenient, and valueble, in | luxury to the Chinese, inoffensive in its use, 60 limited i
parisoit with the use of opium ; notwithstanding the delete- | smount that an excess can never be introduced, of which we

tunt plains, and darkening with their moving shad
tructs of the surrounding country, while the blue sky above us
was umobsctired by s ringle cloud.

On aceount of the very rarefied state of the atmesphere, and
the sickening vapors which were constuntly issuing frof the
«ruter, we found it necessary to descend much sooner than we
desired. Leaving the summit about cleven o'clock Al M.,
we retraced our steps until we reached the head of the sandy
valley which we bad entered after passing the Pico del Fraile,
and following down it, leaving the Fraile on our right, we
m L l' .fwr 1 a2
the rocky ridges which enclose it. T'urning then to our right,
and moving pearly in a horizontal direction around the base of
the immense cone, we passed the lower termination of the
first ridges we had encountered in the ascent, and entering,
near the upper edge of the forest, the pathway we had then
made over the sand and snuw, returned to our camp about
one o'clock P'. M. a

As nearly as we can estimate the distance along the sur-
face of th¢ mountain, from the limit of vegetation to the top
is about three or four miles. The snow exiended on this
day about four thousand feet in a vertical line from the sum-
mit. The thermometer, st hall pust ten o'clock A. M., stood
at 26° Fulrenheit on the summit. On the 7'h of April, it
wasat 22° Pahrepheit three thousand feet below that point.
The altitode of the summit, sccording 10 a geomettical mea-
suremen: by Baron Humboldt, is 17,750 feet. Aeccording to
& barometrical measurement by Mr. Glennie, 17,806 feot ;
from a sinilar messurement by Mr. Ainalie it is 17,852 feet.
Seventeen thousand eight hundred feet 1s the usual estimate
for its height above the level of the ocean.

The following are the names of the persons who succeeded
in reaching the summit of the mountain :

Lieut. C. P. Stone, Orloance Departinent ; Lieut. B, B.
Buckner, 6ih Infantry ¢ Lieut. R. H. Anderson, 2d Dragoons:
Lieut. B. W. Kirkham, 6th Infantry; Capt. J. V. Bomford,
8th Infantry; Capt. 8. H. Fowler, 5th Infantry; Mre. TV J.
Baggaly, an English gentleman residing in Mexico, and Pro-
femeor in the National Academy of Arts; and three soldiers
of the escort.

Ouar task being sccomplished, we sot out from our camp on
the morning of the 12th, and, descendinginto the distant valley,

8 vasl |

g several miles, at its issue from |

rious effects of which, and the prohibitory enactinonts of the | will be the cnly shippers. The many valuable articles \has
authcrities against its introduction into Chius, an amount ex-* will be in demand never ssut nut by any other nation, whied
ceeding other valuable exports was smuggled into that coun- | will become froquent and abundant by the short route, will
try by the English. | cause China to prefer and cherish our trade to that of
What a field tor temperance societies and missionary labors | other nation. OPITHLOCO.
among that people ! 5o soon as they are convinced of the |
intentions of our country being nothing but fair and honorable |
trale, managed with fairness and dispatch, they will soon | I i t_' T eaii
: 2 es lawe exis ins ng o
krow and esteem our ;n::le and Pm;;” our trade, l; fricuds | pevalty buin distran c.hilelpeu.l.‘l Sach » Iiw?;"‘:':?:
of their country, from whom they will take lessons of morali- | not exist in New Hampshire ; and so the glorious privilege is
ty, when it is evident they are ropugnent o vice, ignorance, | freely exercised by all those who wish,
and superetition. | Not icng since a lirub of the law (not 2 little twig, bot =
Thus, by means of the railrosd to the Pacific, we have ina I pretty mascalar limb) from’ Rockingham county chanced to

brief manner shown a few of the meny commercial advantages :I:n‘-t :::c::“;“:mx m:mc"f °°':""'::j“ :f"'h the gres:
of trade 10 Asin, whose dehce populaticn are paid less for Ia- i through the Patriot, to Plho wm“:’_ .henm
bor than any people in the world. S0 secluded, lmlmnn-!mc,l.helopic turned, like a peédle to the pole, to the Pae=
quently ignoraut of the great improvements of the age, are they, | sidential election. A recent editor of the Patriot couk) dim-

that they will require a long time 1o compete with American | 6070 the political skies clear and bright for Cass ; but net s
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THE SHREWD BETTER.

enterpiise and industry in arts, science, and manufacture. As
they will be indebied 1o us for commerco and the improvement
of their trade, which we will have brought within a few days of
their shores, they will be disposed 1o place us in their most
friendly relations, preferriog our people, our trade, and our |
country to that of twenty millions of dollars in the more than .
worthless article of opium, for which they have had, to pay in |
the products of their country or in go) and silver to England. |
The balance of trade in favor of Eigland and against China |
being #o large, amounting in 1844 to $12,142,900; which had
to be paid in specie, and of which a large amount was smuggled |
into China in a prohibited article, (opium, ) the trade 1o Eng- 1
land,does noi stand in the same favorable position as that of
our country. The cotton shipped from the English East In-

su inferior texture to ours. The small smount of Chinese
products tsken by England in comparison to the amount of
her shipmeuts to China, compared with our belter, more du-
rable cotton goods, and raw eotton much superior ; the article
of lead, much in demand and needed 1o pack teas ; ginseng, of

the one with whom he was conversing ; there was 1o him =

thick mist between'Cass and the White House, dark as

and almost us dense as the smoke in Gass’s bar-room

hGovemorﬂ. had been puffing a long nine there for baif am
ouar.

o Wslll, if you doubt that Cass will be elecied, what will
ou bet '

i Ib::'" be]l;. no:r ‘I“m to. Taylor will be elected with-
out any betting ; but, if I were disposed 10 I feel cortaim
that I should win." i

+““There ! 1 se2 you are afraid ; I'd take you up st »lmost
any stake. You know Cass is the man, and so you monX
venture."

““ Well, Colonel, I'il tell you what it is ; if you insist om
betting, I'm ready. Let us see; there are thirty Ststes. TR
bot twenty-five dollars that Taylor will carry fiftecn States that
I can name, and ten dollars on each of the other States, thae

dies ia inferior o ours, and the quality of &emw‘dihwiﬂmhma

** Why, man, you are crazy !”

‘I may be, but the maoney is not ; so put down your han-
dred and sevcnty-five dollars against mine, if you dare.”

The bet was accepted, and the crazy man began to wyite
down the fificen States which he betted twenty-five doliass
upon—New Hampshire, Virgivia, South Curoline, Alslmem,
Missiesippi, [llinois, Missouri, Michigan, Wisconsin, Arksm-

more importance than opium, having noue of its deleterions
eliects ; in addition, having secompanied our adventurcs
with specie, (in 1814, of §1,125,700,) pinces our trade in o

cromsed again over the beautiful country at the base of lztac-
cibuatl, and reached the city of Mexico on the moining of
the 14th, after an absence of twelve daya. ‘
Wherever our futare wanderings mag lead us, it will be no
inconsiderable source of gratification 10 us to know that we
wero the first Americans who ever stood upon the snowy peak
of the *' Smoking Mountain,” and planted our uational color
within the tropics in a clime of eternal winter, over a regon
of perpetoal fire; whero it is greeted by the first heams of the
sun as he rises from the Atlantic, and receives his last parting
look as he sinks behind the waves of the great Southern ocean.
8. B. BUCKNER.

i ——— :
DREADFUL DISASTER ON LAKE HURON.

PROM THE CLEVELAND HERALD or sgrT. 235,

News reached this city on Saturduy evering of the destrue-
tion of the fler Coliath, on Lake Huron, on Friday
morning last.  Itjs painful to say that more recent intelli-
gence confirms the fir« report. statoment is that, about
foar o'clock on the morning above mentioned, the Goliath,
when off Point aux Barques, in Lake Huron, bound for Saut
Bt. Metie with & cargo ¢f merchandive, sod about 100
kegs of powder far the miners in the copper regions, wok fire,
and, with a terrible explosion, was almost instantancously
destroyed. .

T'his fearfal dimater was first announced on the authority
of & mun ot Point gux Barques, who saw the fire and beard
the explosion. By this moining Capt. Bweet, of the pro-
peller Republic, arrived here from above, nud sys 'hat be
yesterlny saw 0.3, Fuller, of the schocner Spartan, who was
within five miles of the Goliath st the time of the fire, distinet-
ly saw igand heard the explosion, the foice of which was so
intese that it shook every fimber in his veesel. He was una-
ble to reach the weeek, ~We belicve this ja all that is at pre-
sent known of the disaster. We loamn that there were but
few if any on board besides the captuin and crew.
est solicitude is felt in regard to their fate, and there is hope
expressed that some may have been saved. If the fire broke
out in a part of the ler away from the powder, those on
board may have ly taken to the boats and abandon-
ed her in time to esoape the explosion.

Fine 18 Axnow.—About half-past one o'clock on the
morning of the 2Ust uhimo, there was a great fire in Akeon,

(Ohio,) which a dozen or more business houses.

favorable and interesting position, 1o which we may calculate a
puctiality at this time. o, if our intercourse were farnished
with the necessary link in the connexion of this grand project
of the railrond w the Pacific, we could not possibly ealculate on
any thing but suecess.  But their advantiges will be the suls- |
Jeet of future consideration in this important project.

OPITHLOCO.

TRADE TO CHINA—No, III.

In farther contemplating this important trade, we must ad-
mire the many natural productions found in and near the
direct line necessary to success in this grand project, as deve-
loped by o scientific gentleman of the navy, Licut, Magnr, |
who bas given important information toaid us in progress and
sucocns.  Heo has showed the distance and course across the
Pacific 1o China ; that we can be conveniently and cheaply
supplied with the article of stone coal, so exsential 1o success,
“ s if o kind Providence, anucipating our project, has boun-
teously furnished this article, conveniently plaged to our pur-
pose.” Near San Diego, on the Pacifie, south of Monterey,
and witliin six miles of the shore, this article is found on the
top of the ground, and in sbundsnce. Al the mouth of the
Columbia river, in Oregon, north of Monterey, now visited
by our mail steamers from Panama, conl is so convenient
and abundant that it has been rold by the Indians for 1o
than one dollar per ton.  Both these deposites are within the
range of our mail steamers passing Monterey from cach point.
The eonsting trade from cither side will bring this article to
the point of departure for China,

The distunce from Monterey to Shanghae is asoortained by
Lieut. Mavar to be 5,400 miles.  On the route, and shout
half way, are the Aleutian, or Fox Islands, belonging to the

doep- | empire of Russia, convenient for & deposite of coal, at the

proper distance, on the direct line to Shanghae, withont the |
necessity of diverging from a direct course.  Bhanghao is the
most important commercial city in China, near the mouth of |
terior ; and, in its meandering, watering the richcst and most |
productive soctions, on which is the ity of Boutehang, with |
400,000 inhabitants, Nankin 500,000, and seversl on and

The wial loss is estimated at $20,000,

near iis river of two and three hundred thousand, with two |

the longest river in the empire, extending to the extreme in. | visited this port.

sas, Texas, Iudianm, lows, Pennsyivania, Maine ; thus
! ting down the fifteen 3tates on which the Locos place e
' most reliance.

*“ But, sir, you can't hope for one of these excepting the
| four last ! If these nre your best States, Cass will be eertaim
of the whole Union.” i

¢ Cass won't get all these fifteen by two chalks ; but -
ronve he does, and you get my twenty-five dollars, why shem

have for certain M huscits, O icut, Vermemt,
Rbode lsland, New York, New Jorsoy, Delaware, Marylamd,
- Nonth Caroliva, Georgia, Louisians, Ohio, Kentucky, Ten-
| nesser, Florida—fifteen pretty good States ; at ny rate, gond
| enough to secure me a hundred and twenty-five dollars, afier
I have paid you my twenty-five dollars, s I reckon '™
- The Colonel was dumbfounded.  And ever since, as a por
tain General from Mexico asks as he passes * how dors the
bet come on ** he shrage vp his shoulders, snd walks with
more rapid steps.—ortsmouth (N. M.} Journal,

Carivenxia Traxseonrs.—The New York Journol of
Commerce publishes the following information re'ative 1o the
transportation of troops to California

*“Two large ships, having an sggregate cf more then six-
teen hundred wns, were at first taken up, in which, and =
the United States steamer Mu’ubumu. ke 2d lufmiry s
10 be embarked for California. © The latter xessol having am-
sufficient room for a proper complerant of men,  third
was taken up in her stead, of between six and soven
tons ¢ the three having ample accommodations 18 ween decks
fur more than eight hundred persons, exceeding the
numher‘ot’ the regiment. These ships buve also cabim ae-
sommodetions for all the eflicers, including their Camiion,
unless the sizo of the latter (nol known wil‘.?'lr. precision of
course) considerably suipasses the estimate mmL. It ie oot
interned to restrict either officers or men as to The
Massachusetts takes out the two companies of ry D
tined for Oregon. A fourth ship is to be nken up, irmoced
1o earry out subsistence stores and the two companies of o
tillery destived for California. These companies will emlerk

ut Old Point Comfort, unless are sent ol
o the time of seiing. ™ Y R e

Tux Cnescent Frae s Bosrow,—The Turkish berig
Sl ot 4 g, S '“'"‘,.,..l"‘"'“‘“‘ o vy .
is port this a of about eigh
The Ararat is the first vessel of the '?I!::rlh:: :-lui-‘n Illtynl ey
i She is manned by Tuke. HFae
h?dm(n;n::.r;lh Ir;::. i:“; fine locking mun, aod im
tess pantal geneml appearinee beses
but little resemblance to the h’«nkd and bigotedd Turk of w
century since. Turkey bas made great progress in civill=ntiom
within the lust dozen years.—Buston Traveller of Fridag.



